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T .his ft eureecond Omni anthology and it comes at the end of 
Out |econd year ,of gjffifcation Omni IS the newest of sci¬ 
ence-fiction mdgazmes a unique mixture of fact, fiction and 
dnl font graphics There have been many chbngessince Hugo 
. GernSback began it all with Amazing Stones n 1926 During the 
itjwcntiuvi and early fr;f - 'te ( pyfb magazines Stylbu- 

, oally, It was a naive period and science fiction was entranced by 
sjhe ifnole dramatic possibilities of action in exotic places Then 
I mounding Soignee Plchgn under John W Campbell, brought a 
' degree of sophistication and a more advanced sense of story 
values Cctmpbalisstotes reflected afasarwtian with techngbgy . 
s'and with tbepranfl fseoffr icnf 'tenure through tegfindGgy Tfi THadciJs 
-f L QoIo'iOokm/. ocStfedtOnfl with g social anefsaftrted slant. an 
(emphasis upon human values, a tastefor satire, and a technique of 

r All fiction, and partieularlysarehce fiction, reflects the mood and 
psnsibilify of its times T1Te,n@wer soienoe Action is characterized by 
a greater thoughtfulness about toe human station Although fao- 
efualli based, there ts no longer a naive fascination with gcdgeiryfoi 
’■-tfsown sa)<e, no longer a belief thattechnology done can save us 
l Before the Eipnties we Inecf on on apparently inexhaustible 
' earth now the end of our resources Is in sight P^Mwn a minor 
hooncern before, is of major importance now American hegemony 
in space once taken for granted, IS now uncertain as the Rtissiara 

The newei science fiction comes about in response to our situa- 
pfiori fiifho'Bightios But this is not all Science fiction b oot s -ttoiv a 
pgloss on ptBsenp-day trends Iff "Be realm at pure ifBJpWjoh too 
toerp-are new possibilities, new worlds to explore 
A new magazine such as Omni attracts a new and larger oudt- 
rg ’ - for science fiction and this in turn induceswriters to take the 
next step in theme and style Vfe afe publishingsiorlesthat respond 
SR'the special mood of dupflirnes, as writers reflect on today's 
> Special situations This proofs-pehfinues under (lotion writers With 
^fdsiezfdsdiffered; cs Bito Soya s and mine Th&writers fyernsolves 
1 ore responding to fnctopqrtacnity rtich Omni presents 

The 16 stones p'ezc'Ted * cover a variety of situations, pds 
. sbilities styles plood^ qnd approaches Altogether 1 believe they 
bfreke up a collection you will want to savor and *o save 


-ROBERT SHECKLEY 
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• The dynamism of astronautics is in tune with the expansive spirit of our age'. 
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Even out of prison, he really 
wasn't free. A teleport 
implant had made his body the 
property of Lt. Denzlo. 
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PAINTING BY ERNST FUCHS 
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PAINTING BY RUDOLF HAUSNER 
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Eschewing rhetorical 
obfuscation, he fabricated the perfect 
anti-amphibological machinel 


THE LANGUAGE 
CLARIFIER 

BY PAUL J. NAHIN 



PAINTING BY EVELYN TAYLOR 
































































































































LOOK 

THROUGH THE 
WINDOWS OF 
TOMORROW 



:ribe today! 







AN 

EXTRAORDINARY 
VIEW OF THE 
UNIVERSE 
FOR ONLY $18! 
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THIS VERY WORTHY SUCCESSOR TO A 
MUCH-ACCLAIMED FIRST VOLUME IS 
INTENDED FOR SCIENCE-FICTION DEVOTEES 
AND NEOPHYTES ALIKE. IT HAS AN 
INTRODUCTION BY ROBERT SHECKLEYAND16 
MEMORABLE STORIES BY SUCH MASTERS OF 
THE GENRE AS THEODORE STURGEON, 
GEORGE R. R. MARTIN, AND ORSON SCOTT 
CARD. IN A SPECIAL SF APPEARANCE TV 
PERSONALITY HUGH DOWNS DESCRIBES A 
REINCARNATION DEEP IN THE FUTURE AND 
ROBERT SILVERBERG CONTRIBUTES A 
NEVER-BEFORE-PUBLISHED NOVELLA ABOUT A 
DISTANT MOON IN A DISTANT TIME. ARTHUR 
C. CLARKE ANNOTATES AN ILLUSTRATED 
PRESENTATION OF COSMIC SPACESHIPS. 
FIVE OTHER BREATHTAKINGLY COLORFUL 
PICTORIALS INCLUDE WORKS OF JOHN 
SCHOENHERR, CHRISTOPHER FOSS, AND 
DAVID JACKSON. 144 PAGES, 96 IN COLOR. 








